A CONSERVATIVE BLACK
REPUBLICAN
Are you surprised? Sounds farfetched?
Maybe not.
Countless Americans are
vaguely familiar with Frederick Douglass.
Many are unaware of the adversities he
overcame, or ALL the contributions he made
to this country. What’s more, most people
are oblivious of his political views. The reality
is, Frederick Douglass was the quintessential Conservative Black Republican . . .
FROM ADVERSITY CAME HOPE
Frederick Douglass grew up under difficult
circumstances. Born a slave—separated
from his family—he quickly recognized
learning to read and write was his road to
freedom. In a few short years, he became
one of the nation’s leading public speakers
and writers. Frederick Douglass was appointed by five US Presidents to serve in
various key positions from 1864-1889, but
the story doesn’t end here . . .
LIVING HIS CONVICTIONS
Frederick Douglass is remembered as an
action-oriented abolitionist, women’s suffragist, editor, orator, author, and reformer.
However, very few know of his life-empowering political views. For example:
Respect for the Constitution
Originally, Douglass shared the views of
his former mentor, William Lloyd Garrison,
denouncing the Constitution as a proslavery document in light of the three-fifths
clause. He later reversed his opinion after

studying the Constitution and analyzing
the Founding Father’s convention notes:
Douglass saw the Constitution as having “noble purposes, which were avowed
in its preamble whose words about liberty rendered it an instrument that could
be wielded in behalf of emancipation.”
- Frederick Douglass

Respect for Life
Frederick Douglass was a champion for the
abolishment of slavery and an unyielding defender of women’s rights:
“I expose slavery in this country, because to expose it is to kill it. Slavery
is one of those monsters of darkness
to whom the light of truth is death.
- Frederick Douglass
. . . the subject of what is called
“woman’s rights” and caused me to be
denominated a woman’s rights man. I am
glad to say I have never been ashamed to
be thus designated.
- Life and Times of Frederick Douglass

Belief in Less Government
Frederick Douglass believed the purpose of
government is to protect the freedom of opportunity for its citizens:
. . . what I ask for the Negro is not benevolence, not pity, not sympathy, but
simply justice.
- Frederick Douglass
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Belief in Individual Responsibility
Frederick Douglass advocated self-sufficiency:
. . . And if the Negro cannot stand on
his own legs, let him fall also. All I
ask is give him a chance to stand on
his own legs! Let him alone! . . . your
interference is doing him positive injury.
- Frederick Douglass
. . . I prayed for twenty years but received
no answer until I prayed with my legs.
- Frederick Douglass

THOUGHT-PROVOKING TRUTH
Does Frederick Douglass’ thinking align
with your personal values and beliefs? If
so, guess what? That would make you a
“Conservative”. Better still, a “FREDERICK
DOUGLASS REPUBLICAN”.
That’s right. These aren’t just the beliefs of
Frederick Douglass. These four aspects are
the basic principles of the Conservative philosophy.
Don’t get the wrong idea. This is not a tactic to convert you to become a conservative. It’s only our sincere effort to help you
recognize that you may already be one.
Need we say more?
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I am a Republican, a black, dyed in the wool Republican, and
I never intend to belong to any other party than the party
of freedom and progress.
-Frederick Douglass

THE CONSERVATIVE

MESSENGER

™

FOR MORE INFO: PH:205.492.1810 EMAIL: kcarl@conservativemessenger.com

The ConservativeMESSENGER© 2009

